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' Ilussia.li tea-nuTchant, but tho calculation entailed
a consumption of Ion,, Vodka, nnd cigarettes that
gave us a headache Cor two days afterwards ! It
took us nearly throe hours to convert our Kalgan
bills into tho requisite amount of tho awkward
cumbersome material that passes current for coin
in Ouri>'a and throughout Mongolia. The tea is of
tho coai'sosi' kind. After being submitted to a
pressing and drying process, it is cut up into bricks
of 25 cents, 00 cents, and $1. value. Tho hitter are
nearly two feed long. Tito cost of tho camels for
our journey io Kiakhtu \vas SjjWft, so tho old Mongol
had to oiill in two others to help him carry away
his spoil, under which ho staggered uway with a
leer that made us doubt whether lie had not
swindled us, which we afterwards discovered he had
to the amount of some $15, Uank-n,oi;ew have lately
been introduced by the Itusaian tea-firms in Ourga,
representing so many bricks of tea each. These
would do away with muolioE the difficulty attending
tho carting about oE the present heavy, clumsy
currency, but Uio natives will have nothing to do
with thorn.

We left Ourga ut 0 a.m. on tho morning1 of tho
3rd of August. Our caravan was now considerably
reduced in wixo. Tor id needed but four camels
(besides the two for tho carts) to carry our few
remaining stores. Marly a.s it was, the Consul and
PotrolT were at the gate to bid us good-byo, Tho
pour colonel looked sad and down in tho mouth.
Ho was thinking, no doubt, of Olga/for whom ho
gave me innumerable tender messages. As they
were confided verbally, arid in Russian, it is per-
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